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By the end of the session you will:

• have a better understanding of what are digital literacies

• become more aware about the importance of teaching 

digital literacies

• experience an activity that incorporates information literacy 

in an English language lesson
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1. Being digitally literate is knowing how to operate a 

computer, smart phone or any internet enabled device.

2. My students have better understanding of using digital 

tools and there isn’t much I can teach.

3. There is no place for digital literacy in the language 

syllabus.
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Back in the day…

Reading, writing, arithmetic

Now

Beyond the conventional skills of reading, 
writing and counting skills, literacy is now 
understood as a means of identification, 
understanding, interpretation, creation, and 
communication in an increasingly digital, 
text-mediated, information-rich and fast-
changing world.

https://en.unesco.org/themes/literacy
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a) Creating a blog post 

b) Knowing how to search for 
information using a search engine

c) Uploading photos on social media 
platforms 

d) Creating memes 

e) Reading and writing text messages 
quickly and accurately 

f) Posting responses to comments, 
blogs and emails
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a) Creating a blog post ✓

b) Knowing how to search for information using a search 
engine ✓

c) Uploading photos on social media platforms ✓

d) Creating memes ✓

e) Reading and writing text messages ✓

f) Posting responses to comments, blogs and emails that are 
appropriate to the context ✓
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Digital Literacy is understood as a range of sub-skills or literacies and 

refers to our ability to effectively make use of the technologies at our 

disposal.



• Creating a blog post 

Knowing how to use this to connect with a wider audience of readers and 

writers

Knowing how to promote your blog to new readers

• Uploading photos on social media platforms 

Knowing whether to publish them under a Creative Commons license and 

highlight digital rights and usage.

Knowing when to restrict privacy 

• Posting responses to comments, blogs and emails

Knowing how to post responses that are appropriate to the context and the 

reader Source::https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/gavin-dudeney-digital-literacy-primer 7

Not just a checklist of technical skills, but also about the social practices that 

surround the use of new media.



Focus on (re-) 
design

Focus on 
language

Focus on 
connections

Focus on 
information
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Focus on (re-) 
design

Focus on 
language

Focus on 
connections

Focus on 
information
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Print literacy

Texting literacy

Hypertext literacy

Gaming literacy

Code literacy
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Focus on (re-) 
design

Focus on 
language

Focus on 
connections

Focus on 
information
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Personal literacy

Participatory literacy

Network literacy

Intercultural literacy
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Focus on (re-) 
design

Focus on 
language

Focus on 
connections

Focus on 
information
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2.0.
11

Search literacy

Information literacy

Filtering literacy

Tagging literacy
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Focus on (re-) 
design

Focus on 
Language

Focus on 
connections

Focus on 
information
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“Keep calm and eat pasta" by countrykitty is licensed with CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
"meme" by Dianna Geers is marked under CC0 1.0.
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Remix literacy
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Focus on 
(re)design

Focus on 
language

Focus on 
connections

Focus on 
information
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Print literacy

Texting literacy

Hypertext literacy

Gaming literacy

Code literacy

Personal literacy

Participatory literacy

Network literacy

Intercultural literacy

Remix literacy

Search literacy

Information literacy

Tagging literacy



• Literacy extends beyond the language classroom 

similarly digital literacy needs should not be restricted 

to the IT class.

• Communication is increasingly digitally mediated and as 

teachers we should promote the skills students need to 

succeed along with English language skills.

• Encourages critical thinking and problem solving.

• Students can learn to express themselves beyond the 

classroom.

Source:First steps into ... Digital Literacy | Article | Onestopenglish
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Digital literacies are the 

essential skills our 

students need to acquire 

for full participation in the 

world beyond the 

classroom, but they can 

also enrich our students 

learning inside the 

classroom.

Mark Pegrum

https://www.onestopenglish.com/methodology-the-world-of-elt/first-steps-into---digital-literacy/555029.article


Have you heard of the Tree Octopus?
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To find more, check this link: 

https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/

Skim through the site and share two facts about

• its habitat

• its characteristics

https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/


Read and share two 

facts about:

• its habitat

• its characteristics



What makes the website look 

authentic?

• Source of the information - uses a 

.net URL

• Lots of content with hyperlinks

• Use of images

• Links with the creator’s profile and 

email ID

How do we know it isn’t?

• The URL is suspicious 

• The content is not credible

• Images are photoshopped

• No ‘About Us’ section

• The creator’s profile is suspicious!
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Where does the 

information come from?

What does the website 

look like?

When was it posted 

online? 

How do we verify the 
content? 

Who created the 

information? 
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Stage 1: brief discussion on news and fake news

Stage 2: read two webpages and find specific 

information on characteristics, habitat, history

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/octopus-

tree-of-oregon

https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/

Stage 3: Teacher explains one of the two websites 

is a fake! Encourages student groups to use the 

five questions to check validity

Stage 4: student groups present findings

Source: 
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/fake-news

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/octopus-tree-of-oregon
https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/


What are the language skills that students practice in this lesson? 

• Reading and speaking

What are the digital literacies that have been integrated in this lesson?

• Print literacy (reading and understanding the webpages)

• Information literacy (reading the two websites and evaluating which 

one is authentic)

Is there a focus on 21st century skills?

• Yes, communication and collaboration and critical thinking skills
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• Need for variety - incorporating different digital literacies 

using a range of tools

• Regular inclusion of digital literacies throughout  a 

course/syllabus with objectives that are clear to learners

• Upskill yourselves
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If you want to keep up, don’t 

try to keep up with the 

technologies. Keep up with the 

literacies that the technologies 

make possible.

Howard Rheingold



Please share your experiences of 

teaching digital literacies in your English 

language classroom.
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1. Being digitally literate is knowing how to operate a 

computer, smart phone or any internet enabled device.

2. My students have better understanding of using digital 

tools and there isn’t much I can teach.

3. There is no place for digital literacy in the language 

syllabus.
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Understanding digital literacies

• Webinar series by Nicky Hockly

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/nicky-hockly-

digital-literacies-part-1, 2, 3

• https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/digital-literacies-

what-are-they-why-should-we-care

• https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/gavin-dudeney-

digital-literacy-primer

Activities using digital literacies

• https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/david-

petrie/david-petrie-clickbait-memes-sharing-truth-

%E2%80%93-activities-digital-literacies

• https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/fake-news
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https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/nicky-hockly-digital-literacies-part-1
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/nicky-hockly-digital-literacies-part-1
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/digital-literacies-what-are-they-why-should-we-care
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/gavin-dudeney-digital-literacy-primer
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/david-petrie/david-petrie-clickbait-memes-sharing-truth-%E2%80%93-activities-digital-literacies
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