
Kolkata in Review

LAUNCH EVENTS

Press preview

Public preview

Launch reception

MEET THE ARTIST

With Anthony Haughey

PRESS

Coverage from Kolkata

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

Shantiniketan workshop

Khoj Kolkata workshop

Outset Writing Competition

Children’s drawing workshop

Roundtable conversations

GALLERY TOURS

Public curator-led tour 

Daily student-led tours

Guided school visits



INSTALLATION

The Harrington Street Art Centre provided a characterful and beautiful venue for the Homelands exhibition.



PREVIEW EVENTS

Journalists from nine publications attended the press event. 120 people attended the exhibition preview.



PREVIEW RECEPTION

190 people attended the preview reception at the British High Commission. Pictured below left is visiting artist Anthony Haughey 
with curator Latika Gupta, and Director British Council East India, Sujata Sen.



PRESS: Additional press from Kolkata

In addition to over 150 articles and listings from the Delhi launch, the Kolkata lunch generated 9 long format pieces in India, including 
three pages in Open Magazine. Plus 3 pieces in Ireland (home of visiting artist Anthony Haughey) and numerous listings across Kolkata.

Asian Age, March 4th

The Statesman, New Delhi and Kolkata editions

Hindustan Times, Kolkata edition, 13th March



Open Magazine, national, March 11th



Bengal Post, 10th March

Financial Chronicle, Delhi,
Mumbai, Hyderabad
March 4thThe Telegraph, Metro Kolkata, March 2nd



Times of India Crest Edition, March 2nd

The Telegraph, Kolkata edition, March 16th



Recommended listings across Kolkata press



PUBLIC TALK: ANTHONY HAUGHEY

On Saturday 2nd March, Anthony gave a public talk about his work to a crowded audience of 120 people and standing room only,



OUTSET WRITING COMPETITION

On the same day, Anthony awarded the winners of the Outset Writing Competition, which was launched at the Kolkata Book Fair and  

received 230 entries.



WORKSHOP: SHANTINIKETAN

20 MFA students from the art school at Shantiniketan (set up at the beginning of the 20th century by nobel laureate poet 

Rabindranath Tagore, on the outskirts of Calcutta) attended a workshop with Anthony Haughey and Latika Gupta, within the 

Homelands exhibition space. They were invited to bring along examples of their work and projects, which were reviewed and 

discussed amongst the group, led by Anthony and Latika. Anthony also showed his own work to the group as an equal participant. 



WORKSHOP: KHOJ

From 5th-7th March, 15-20 invited participants were invited to take part in a three day workshop in association with Khoj Kolkata. 

Those in attendance included mid-career to senior artists from Calcutta, including two German artists in residence at Khoj Kolkata.

The event was intended as a rigorous participatory dialogue, which would result in new ideas at the end of the 3 days, that could be 

taken forward as art projects, individually and through collaboration. 

Day 1 activity:

Anthony Haughey presented his work, explaining the context of some of his projects, in the recent economic history of Ireland that 

has led to massive social changes. 

Abhijit Gupta. presented selected projects including a three-channel video on three perceptions of migrants from Bangladesh and 

'Designs on a Delta', a project undertaken by Khoj Kolkata in the Sunderbans, that examined the feasibility of new forms and designs 

of ecologically sustainable architecture in the cyclone-ravaged villages in Sunderbans. 

Chattrapati Dutta made a presentation that dealt with 'Designs on a Delta', highlighting also various strategies that may be utilised to 

present a project such as one in the Sunderbans. The idea of performative presentations was also discussed. 

The three artists’ talks/ presentations were followed by a discussion, including questions and constructive critiques.



WORKSHOP: ANANDAN

This session welcomed underpriviledged children (6-14 years of age) from a city-based NGO to participate in an interactive drawing 

workshop. Led by Tandra and Pulak Chandra, Charles Wallace India Trust scholars, the children were shown around the Homelands 

exhibition and given drawing materials to create their own picture of “homeland”. The activity lasted for over 3 hours and the 

drawings are displayed on the Homelands India website.

http://www.homelandsindia.com/HSAC

http://www.homelandsindia.com/HSAC
http://www.homelandsindia.com/HSAC


ROUND TABLE: ROLE OF A CURATOR

On March 14th, a closed round table discussion was led by Latika Gupta with 20 invited discussants, including directors of the 

leading private galleries in Kolkata, museum curators and personnel,  as well as younger artist-curators. The topic of discussion was: 

‘The role of the Curator as Interpreter - Ideas of Location through different modes of exhibition making’.

The session also included a presentation on contemporary art in Sri Lanka by visiting Sri Lankan photographer and curator Menika 

Van Der Poorten, who co-curated the British Library / British Council project ‘Return to Sri Lanka’. 



ROUND TABLE: FIVE-YEAR STRATEGY

On the same day, a second round table took place within the backdrop of the Homelands exhibition. A participatory session aimed to 

collectively brainstorm on the British Council’s five-year arts strategy going forward. Led by Sujata Sen and Samarjit Guha, 25 local 

arts contacts from visual arts, performing arts and theatre and literature took part in the conversation and debate.



GALLERY TOURS: LATIKA GUPTA

On Saturday 2nd March, Latika hosted a 2-hour open session, offering tours and introductions to anyone entering the gallery. This was 

promoted as a prelude to Anthony Haughey’s talk which followed immediately after.



Two students from the city were trained by Latika to assist visitors in the gallery each day. 

The students led free guided tours twice daily, in English and Bengali. As well as assisting with workshops and events.

GALLERY TOURS: STUDENT GUIDES



Four schools from across the city took advantage of free tours offered by The British Council’s Outset Guides.

The schools which took part were Adamas International Schoool, MSB School, Shri Shikshayatan School, and Usha Martin School.

GALLERY TOURS: SCHOOLS






