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INSTALLATION

The Harrington Street Art Centre provided a characterful and beautiful venue for the Homelands exhibition.
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PREVIEW EVENTS

Journalists from nine publications attended the press event. 120 people attended the exhibition preview.
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PREVIEW RECEPTION

190 people attended the preview reception at the British High Commission. Pictured below left is visiting artist Anthony Haughey
with curator Latika Gupta, and Director British Council East India, Sujata Sen.




PRESS: Additional press from Kolkata

In addition to over 150 articles and listings from the Delhi launch, the Kolkata lunch generated 9 long format pieces in India, including
three pages in Open Magazine. Plus 3 pieces in Ireland (home of visiting artist Anthony Haughey) and numerous listings across Kolkata.
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Asian Age, Marc

The Statesman, New Delhi and Kolkata editions

by British artist Susan Hiller
and includes extinet tongues,
15 Noleng and Silbo Gomero-a
mngrungy beesod solody on o series
of whisthe- ke sounds - sowd even
some considered enclngered.
“In the manner of an eth-
nographer; Hiller collected and
collated 25 endangered and

the exhibition, T started wonder
ing what it mean to e whowe
were - o sense of linguogs or
the plooe wee live in® Gupta oo,
The word ‘homeland’, inits

extinet langnages from sound MOSE COTIMON WS, Pefers
srchives aeross the workd You to the native Lind of 2 person,
hear these binguoges spoken by [deally; everyone has ot Jeast

the last person toever speak it,”
saicd Homelands curstor; Latika
Gupta, speaking on the 20-min-
ute doctmentary:

The Last Sdent Motie (2007)
= one of moey thun 80 artworks
by 28 reputable British stists -
of whom eight aee Turmer Prize
sowanrdoes o nominees - ot the
exchibition. “When | sowie |
started developing the therme of

one homedland, unkess homeless
or of croesscultural descoent.
The exhibation showeases how;
inany of these theve cises,
therv com be s much conflict
- cultural, political, ideologienl
and geographical - as there is
heuwmony, in being at tacdhed to
one's hoemeknd’,

The exhibition, o must see,
will be on till March 14,

Hindustan Times, Kolkata edition, 13th March
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A Sense of Belonging

TRISHA GUPTA
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The lightness of being

Who are we? What defines us? What creates our
identity? Homelands, an exhibition of exemplary
artworks, aims to provide answers to these

questions, writes Supreeta Singh
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Homelands
* The Harrington Street Arts:
Centre, Kolkata presents an
CITY...GUIDE exhibition at 8, Ho Chi Minh
Sarani, Opp The American
Consulate, next to ICCR, Suite
No. 5 & 258, 2nd Floor,
Kolkata, 700071) il 14 March
2013 12pm- 7pm
- KOLKATA
B work by . . * :
a artist = T Art Jirl - -
Fe Bouiton ' i Till 14 Marct Homelands, The 14
P, & 4 3 nrfi T MLarg 2 Mar
: (}.‘ura:‘(;d hhy Latika Gupta, Harrington Street Arts
—— o the exhibition displavs the
W e gl i ‘5” work of 28 C()nlt'"‘l)po):]:? ; centfe. 8 Ho Chi Minh Sal'ani.
Homelands and The Harrington Street Arts Centre, ::':‘,‘;ﬁl':,“ looks at the ide- Noon-7 pm
Kolkata at 8, Ho Chi Minh Sarani, 2nd Floor, Kol-71 aepaders o Ml oe ad fow e vt collocins ol s Bt Cowd
jointly play host to an art exhibition to be open to pub- Aake RN R A ST R '.
lic from Friday March 1 and will continue till Thursday Koo tre,tx! Bangalore: . this exhbibon has more than 80 works by 28 leading
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PUBLIC TALK: ANTHONY HAUGHEY

On Saturday 2nd March, Anthony gave a public talk about his work to a crowded audience of 120 people and standing room only,
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OUTSET WRITING COMPETITION

On the same day, Anthony awarded the winners of the Outset Writing Competition, which was launched at the Kolkata Book Fair and
received 230 entries.

Writing Competition
What Is a homeland?

We live across different Cities and countries, belonging here and
there; travelling from one ife to another; inhabiting multiple
places - physical and metaphorical. What is a homeland? Is it
ethnicity, language, religion or customs and beliefs?

Write a short poem or passage and draw an
illustration to express your thoughts.
Those above 15 years are eligible to apply.

Pick up forms and submit entries at the British Council stall at Kolkata Book Fair or ot
the British Council reception, 16 Camac Street , LET Chambers, Kolkata 700017

Last date for entries: 25 February 2013.

Winners will be announced at 3.00 p.m. on Saturday 2 March at Harrington Art Centre, The Harrington Mansion , 8
Ho Chi Minh Sarani, Kolkata 700071. Noted Irish artist Anthony Haughey will award certificates and prizes

From the art collection of the British Council, the Homelands exhibition is a unigue take on contemporary
British art showcasing move than 80 works by leading artists at the Harrington Arts Centre. Exhibition open
from 1 March onwards; 11.00 am to 7.00 pm
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WORKSHOP: SHANTINIKETAN

20 MFA students from the art school at Shantiniketan (set up at the beginning of the 20th century by nobel laureate poet
Rabindranath Tagore, on the outskirts of Calcutta) attended a workshop with Anthony Haughey and Latika Gupta, within the
Homelands exhibition space. They were invited to bring along examples of their work and projects, which were reviewed and
discussed amongst the group, led by Anthony and Latika. Anthony also showed his own work to the group as an equal participant.




WORKSHOP: KHOJ

From 5th-7th March, 15-20 invited participants were invited to take part in a three day workshop in association with Khoj Kolkata.
Those in attendance included mid-career to senior artists from Calcutta, including two German artists in residence at Khoj Kolkata.
The event was intended as a rigorous participatory dialogue, which would result in new ideas at the end of the 3 days, that could be
taken forward as art projects, individually and through collaboration.

Day 1 activity:

Anthony Haughey presented his work, explaining the context of some of his projects, in the recent economic history of Ireland that
has led to massive social changes.

Abhijit Gupta. presented selected projects including a three-channel video on three perceptions of migrants from Bangladesh and
'Designs on a Delta', a project undertaken by Khoj Kolkata in the Sunderbans, that examined the feasibility of new forms and designs
of ecologically sustainable architecture in the cyclone-ravaged villages in Sunderbans.

Chattrapati Dutta made a presentation that dealt with 'Designs on a Delta', highlighting also various strategies that may be utilised to
present a project such as one in the Sunderbans. The idea of performative presentations was also discussed.

The three artists’ talks/ presentations were followed by a discussion, including questions and constructive critiques.
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WORKSHOP: ANANDAN

This session welcomed underpriviledged children (6-14 years of age) from a city-based NGO to participate in an interactive drawing
workshop. Led by Tandra and Pulak Chandra, Charles Wallace India Trust scholars, the children were shown around the Homelands
exhibition and given drawing materials to create their own picture of “homeland”. The activity lasted for over 3 hours and the
drawings are displayed on the Homelands India website.

http://www.homelandsindia.com/HSAC
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ROUND TABLE: ROLE OF A CURATOR

On March 14th, a closed round table discussion was led by Latika Gupta with 20 invited discussants, including directors of the
leading private galleries in Kolkata, museum curators and personnel, as well as younger artist-curators. The topic of discussion was:

‘The role of the Curator as Interpreter - Ideas of Location through different modes of exhibition making'.
The session also included a presentation on contemporary art in Sri Lanka by visiting Sri Lankan photographer and curator Menika

Van Der Poorten, who co-curated the British Library / British Council project ‘Return to Sri Lanka'’.
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ROUND TABLE: FIVE-YEAR STRATEGY

On the same day, a second round table took place within the backdrop of the Homelands exhibition. A participatory session aimed to
collectively brainstorm on the British Council’s five-year arts strategy going forward. Led by Sujata Sen and Samarjit Guha, 25 local
arts contacts from visual arts, performing arts and theatre and literature took part in the conversation and debate.
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GALLERY TOURS: LATIKA GUPTA

On Saturday 2nd March, Latika hosted a 2-hour open session, offering tours and introductions to anyone entering the gallery. This was
promoted as a prelude to Anthony Haughey’s talk which followed immediately after.




GALLERY TOURS: STUDENT GUIDES

Two students from the city were trained by Latika to assist visitors in the gallery each day.
The students led free guided tours twice daily, in English and Bengali. As well as assisting with workshops and events.




GALLERY TOURS: SCHOOLS

Four schools from across the city took advantage of free tours offered by The British Council’s Outset Guides.
The schools which took part were Adamas International Schoool, MSB School, Shri Shikshayatan School, and Usha Martin School.
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A 21st century of home, away, and all
the places in between.

Contemporary art from the British 1
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Nathan Coley, Camouflage Bayrakli Mosque, 2007

100 x 78 x 63 cm, Painted hardboard, British Council Collection.
© The Artist, Courtesy the artist and Haunch of Venison (as with other recent print)
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