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IN SEARCH OF HOME

In an era of displacement and hyphenated identities,
an exhibition questions the idea of homeland"
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Best of British contemporary art on
India tour from January

PTl Dec 11, 2012, 03.37PM IST

Tags: Rob | Richard Long | Kolkata | Jeremy Deller | Grayson Perry | Gillian Wearing. |
British contemporary art

KOLKATA: Showcasing the best of art being produced by leading contemporary artists in Britain, an
upcoming four<ity art exhibition in India will grapple with the relationship between self and place in a
workd of transitory identities and contested geographies.

Culled from the art collection of British Council, the exhibition "Homelands' which will travel to New
Delhi, Kolkata, Bangalore and Mumbai from January is a unique take on contemporary British art by
Indian curator Latika Gupta.

Including more than 80 works by 28 leading modem and contemporary artists, "Homelands' excavates
the idea of a "homeland'’ to reveal a rich plurality of meaning; ideas of belonging, alienation, history
and memory.

The collection includes works by four Tumer Prize winners - Jeremy Deller, Richard Long, Grayson
Perry and Gilian Wearing.

Four of the showcased artists are being invited to visit the exhibition in India, including Mona Hatoum,
Suki Dhanda and Zineb Sedira. During their stay, the artists will engage with audiences, through
seminars, curator-led walks, outreach activities and workshops.

Curator Latika Gupta says the collection raises questions like what constitutes a homeland - ethnicity,
language, religion, customs or beliefs.

"Today, many of us move across national boundaries. We are born in one country, we make another
our home. In the crisscrossing of political, social and cultural borders, we live our lives through
hyphenated identities: belonging here and there; inhabiting multiple places - both physical and
metaphorical,” she says.

Rob Lynes, Director, British Council India, says, "It asks such fundamental questions about a world
that's changing in front of our eyes, about the sometimes bewildering identity crisis that, for so many
of us, constitutes modem Ife. "Homelands' demonstrates that art can help us leam about the world
around us: but also, that it can help us leam about ourselves”.
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Homelands

Homelands. EXHIBITION

an exhibition

curated by Latika

Gupta displays the

works of 28 leading
contemporary artists

from the British Council
Collection. The exhibition
explores the meaning of
home, and the aspects like,
race, nationality, language,
customs and beliefs, that
define a homeland. For further
details, emall arts.india®
britishcounci.org.
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Areaate Till 14 February

The exhibition curated by Latika Gupta looks at
ideas of belonging, exile and migration through
the work of 28 contemporary British artists.

L to the
processes with which we construct our
identities. It is organized by the British Council
and includes work by artists such as David
Hockney, Mona Hatoum, Grayson Perry,
David Shrigley and Martin Parr.

11am-7pm (closed on Mondays and national
holidays). Indira Gandhi Natit Centre for the
Arts, |, CV Mess, Janpath. For details, call
23388155.




LAUNCH EVENTS

Jan 22: Public Preview at IGNCA. Attendance approx 300




LAUNCH EVENTS

Jan 22: Preview reception at Char Bagh. Attendance 420.




PUBLIC TALKS PROGRAMME

Jan 30: Andrew Lycett talks on ‘Homeland’; followed by Whistle, a
solo performance by Martin Figura.

Feb 4: Sukrita Paul Kumar talks on ‘Exile and Creative Writing'.

6 Feb: “Home in the 21st century” - Ahdaf Souief in conversation
with Shashi Tharoor.

12 Feb: G.N. Devy talks on ‘Colonialism and the Nomadic
Communities in India’.

14 Feb: Panel discussion on; ‘Changing Urbanscapes and
Emerging Ritual Sphere’ by Kirti Azad and Sanjay Nirupam,




MONA HATOUM VISIT

Public talk: Sat 2 Feb

Mona held a 90 minute talk about her work and practice followed by a Q&A
session.

170 people attended, including leading artists, art critics, educators and editors
from India and abroad - as well as students and members of the public.

PR and promotion

Mona undertook long format press interviews with Harper’s Bazaar and TOI
Crest, as well as a filmed interview with NDTV within the gallery space.

She also visited the IAF and several collateral events (including the Khoj, Outset
and Devi events) to drive interest and excitement around the show.




GALLERY TOURS: LATIKA

Public tour: 2 Feb
Latika Gupta led a public tour of the exhibition as an IAF
collateral event. Approximately 50 people attended.

Private tours: ongoing
Private tours have been organised for key groups and
partners, including press.

School tours: throughout Feb

Colleges and schools across the city have been contacted to
take a tour with Latika. So far the American School, Lady Sri
Ram College, and Delhi College of Arts have confirmed,
others to be scheduled.




GALLERY TOURS: SCHOLAR GUIDES

Free drop-in tours: daily

'Drop-in' tours led by scholar guides are
available to any member of the public
visiting the exhibition. These guides are
young people from the National Museum,
who are part of the IGNCA scholar guide
programme, led by Mr. Achal Pandya, Head
of Department (Cultural Archives and
Conservation), and Associate Professor
(Museology and Conservation).

As part of their learning process, the
guides participated in a workshop with
Latika Gupta to understand the Homelands
exhibition, its works and theme. They are
now imparting this knowledge to visitors.

The guides take half day shifts at the
gallery space, approaching people who
enter to let them know they are available to
answer any questions on the work, or to
give a short tour of the exhibition.




WEBSITE: homelandsindia.com

The dedicated Homelands website contains rich media and extensive information about the show including:

- an overview of Homelands including quotes from all partners

- information, images and videos about the artists and works

- a note on the curator and theme

- full information on collateral events and programmes in each city
- albums showcasing events that have taken place

The site will continue to grow and evolve over the next 6 months as more and more activity takes place.

@@ BRITISH
@@ COUNCIL

HOMELANDS

ABOUT HOMELANDS ()] OR PARTNERS LLOW ALBUMS

A 21st century story of home, away P " '\
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the British Council Collection

Curated by Latika Gupta
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that will showcase works by 28 leading contemporary artists from the United Kingdom.
For further details visit: www.kotak.com
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A 218t cantury story of home, away
and all the places in between

Grayson Perry OUfSGTin e

Outset India’s endeavour 10 support, expand, and engage with ant, design, and culture
in India as a unique production fund partner for public art projects has, so far, had an
incredible impact.

Comtempaorary art from
the British Council Collection
Curatled by Latikas Gupts

Angus Bouiton
Fatien Cappello
Lisa Cheung
Natnan Coley
Jeremy Deller
Sy Daanca
Jimmie Dermam
Pavl Graham
Granam Gussin
Mona Hatoum
Anthony Hiughey
Tim Hatheriaglos
Susan Huer
Davie Mocaney
Anthony Lam
Langlands & Be
Richarg Long

Our support of the Hometands outreach programme has enabled us 10 further expand
our commitment to providing a platform for contemporary art across India.

The activities, workshops and public events that form the Homelands programme are a
great demonstration of the vital support Outset aims to offer to artists and ant
organisations dunng what we are sure will be a truly exciting time for contemporary art
In India.
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ABOUT HOMELANDS CITIES CURATOR PARTNERS FOLLOW ALBUMS CONTACT US

Footage countedy of Tate Veda © Tate, Londer

Grayson Perry

Rachel Lowe
Haroon Mirza
Raymoss Moore
Correlia Parker
Martin Parr
Grayson Parry
Jined Secira
George Shaw
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A 21st century story of home, away
and all the places in between

Comtemporary art from
the British Council Collection
Curated by Latika Gupta

The Harrington Street Art Centre, Kolkata

Friday, March 1 - Thursday, March 14

Davia Sanigley COMMEnts ADOUE SOCELE MUSIICEs and MyDoorses, an THE
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Conan Weaneg sratiio drawings, hancwntien and stencllec taxis. 9% Fapien Cappello STREET 4

""\x,“ CHRISTIES @;‘“

N

outset,

Faser Perry's etaled pots are Seeply alurng Oy w

A0 ATt ved Thatl Mg aiude 10 Sir' Subpects s

Lisa Cheung
Nathan Coley
Jeremy Deller
Suki Dhandsa
Jimmie Durham
Paul Graham
Graham Gussin
Mona Hatoum
Anthony Haughey
Tim Hetherington
Susan Hiller
David Hockney
Anthony Lam
Langlands & Bell
Richard Long
Rachel Lowe
Haroon Mirza
Raymona Moore
Cornelia Parker
Martin Parr
Grayson Perry
Zineb Sedira
George Shaw
Davidg Shrigley
Bob and Roberta Smith
Gillian Wearing

ARTE CENTRE Suite No. 5 & 258, 2nd Floor

Koikata, 700071
+01 33 2282 9220 | 2282 9221
Opening hours: Monday to Saturday, 2.00pm - 8.00pm; Sunday, closed
Cick here 1o visil their site

Homelands Collateral Programme in partnership with Outset India

Daily Programmes:
- Outset guided tours in English, free 1o the public, at 2.30pm and 7pm daily

- Universities, colleges, institutions, to schedule a visit contact us:
arts.india@n.batishcouncil.org

Speclal Programmes:

- The Outset Young Writers Competition has been launched!
If you are based in Kolkata and would ke to apply, click here

- Saturday, March 2, imings to be announced
Weekend walk-through with the curator, Latika Gupta.
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Opp The Amencan Consulate, next to ICCR
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A 21st century of home, away, and all
the places in between.

Contemporary art from the British
Council Collection.

Curated by Latika Gupta.

At the IGNCA until 14 Feb

homelandsindia.com
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Nathan Coley, Camouflage Bayrakli Mosque, 2007

100 x 78 x 63 cm, Painted hardboard, British Council Collection.
© The Artist, Courtesy the artist and Haunch of Venison (as with other recent print)




